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These tips are to help your new furry friend have a
smooth transition into their new home. It’s important
that all family members are on board because consistency
is key! Be patient - it will take your dog some time to
adjust to their new life, but when you see them coming
out of their shell, it will be incredibly rewarding!

new family member —
somewhere they can
decompress at their
own pace (away from
heavy foot traffic or
loud noises).

Give your dog plenty
of time and space

! g
for a while. Remember

that they’re in a brand
new environment

and may have just
had a long and
exhausting journey.

If you already have a dog, be sure to introduce them
to your new dog in neutral territory (like the park).
Since dogs are pack animals, walking them together
before taking them home can be extremely helpful.

@ Your new pup

¥ might have an
easier time feeling g
comfortable if |
there is already
another dog in
the family.




Be patient and try
to get the dog to
cowme to you rather
than getting into
their space, even if
this means just sitting‘
near the dog for a
while. Try gently
talking to them or
quietly reading nearby
until they realize you
can be trusted.

Gentle music may
help as well.

For particularly fearful dogs:
When approaching the dog, ,
walk sideways and avoid
direct eye contact (facing
straight-on and staring into '
their eyes when they don't
know you yet can activate
a primal prey instinct).
This is especially

useful during the
first few days.
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Since fearful dogs are a flight risk until they
become fully comfortable, put measures in place
that prevent direct access to the outdoors

(ex. temporary gates). In the yard, check for gaps
in the fence and ensure that all gates are always
fully shut. Remember: dogs can dlg if they spot

an opportunity! =

Talk to everyone
= inthe house about
the importance

of keeping doors/
gates closed.

Things to remember

Quite often the dog that you're seeing in the
first few days and weeks of adoption is not
the dog you'll have — their true personality
comes out once they have decompressed
and start to feel at ease in their new home.

There are many resources online that can
offer help with things like accidents in the
house, pulling on the leash, finding the best
dog diet, etc.

Hiring a dog trainer is always an option
and often is the quickest way to get
meaningful help.



